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Virginia minister grabs Reagan’s attention

From wire, stalf dispatches

WASHINGTON — A preacher from Petersburg, saying Jesus
Christ “allowed me an opporlunily to speak,” gave a brief,
emational speech yesterday to a shocked President Reagan, his
abdes apd an avdience sapporting Robert H. Bork for the Su-
preme Court.

The Rev, George J. Locas Jr, who was invited with others to
the 0ld Executive Ofice Bullding anditorium for a pro-Bork
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talk, told Reagan that “America needs 1o get back to the word of
God so that we can do what's right.”

Reagan seemed stunned as he wrapped up his talk of aboat 15
minutes and Mr. Lecas commenced his talk from a seat in the
second row, Mr. Lucas said later that the president kad motioned
for him to speak. “Tf be badn't given me permission, 1 wouldn't
have done iL"

Reagan stood expressionless before the lectern but listemed

with ipcreasing Interest as Mr. Lucas sald that black people “da
support you" and complained that “we allow certain black
leaders who are nol really black leaders” to speak for blacks,

Heagan recently took umbrage with remarks made by Su-
preme Court Justiee Thurgood Marshall, who zaid that Reagan's
etwll plghts record had been among the worst in LS, history
Marshall ks black.

Mr. Locas sald, “[. think thai the Judge Bork nomination is
indbcative of the times that we have, that we as Americans need
tix gef back to revival, o the word of God and Lo the traditiaral
things that we have in our society

“] promised the Lord Jesus Christ that if be allowed me an
opportunity o speak today, | would say what's on my heart,” the
preacher told the president.

“May 1 just respond?” Reagan asked when Mr. Locas finished

“When | carme into this office, [ came in with a declaration that
I belbeved this natlon was hungering for @ spiriteal revival and [
believe all over the country that s happening and I've tried every
way | can to kelp bring it abowt,” the president said

“You're 50 absolutely right. And Abraham Lincoln said that he

could pot conduct the duties of this ofice for 15 minutes if he did
pol believe that be could call upon one who was sironger and
wiser than all otkers and that he had been driven o his kpees
many times because there was no place else to go,” Reagan said,

“Well, I subscribe to that,” be continued, “and the only thing
that worries me is thal sometimes [ wonder if maybe I'm going
";t“’.'.‘“ he's going to give mie & busy signal, becaase I do i 5o
often

Mr. Lucas zaid in a telephone interview later yesterday that on
Sunday be had prayed with his congregation about speaking to
the president. He is pasior of Race Road Baptisi Church in
Farmville, which is an independent, fandamentalist black Bap-
tist church of about 100 active members

Mr. Lucas, who had been chairman of Christians {or Reagan-
Bush in the Richmond area, said, “1 tock [the invitation lo
Washington] as a mandate from God that He was going to use me
to glorify His name. My prayer was that il He gave me the
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oppertunity to open my mouth, I
would.”

He said his remarks were “im-
prompia” pleas for the nation Lo re-
turn to fundamental walues, “There
are many black people who have cop-
servative valees," for whom liberal
black leaders do pot speak when they
“mouth a couple of platitudes that
sell pul the black communily.”

The rninister gaid that after his re-
marks, “it was papdemonlum” among
the audiemce of abowt 200 with
“whites and blacks bugging each oth-
er and just rejolcing™ and congratu-
lating him. :

White House spokesman Marlis
Fitzwater, asked about Lucas' re-
marks, said, *“We had no idea he'd
speak up. It was sponlaneoss.”

Audiences gathered in the auditori-
um to hear the president are exhorted
beforehand pot to attempt to question
Heagan

Mr. Locas kad been an napcoess-
ful council candidate from Pelers-
burg's Tth Ward in the May 1684,
councilmanic election.

The preacher, who is 5, sald yes-
terday be was & retired career Army
stall sargeant who was awarded a
Bronze Star in Vietnam and became &
minister 11 years ago.



